
Our weekly community profile 


Mail call: Marvin Borchardt finds a full mailbox at and Kewaunee County Highway F intersect in 
the family farm on State Highway 163. That highway Ellisville. 


Residents’ ties to Ellisville strong 

‘A family place,’one resident says I , r _^ 


That includes Randy and Jill 
Gruetzmacher, Route 1, Luxemburg, 
who operate a 113-acre farm. The 
couple and their two children, Katie, 
10, and Jason, 8, have strong ties to 
the area. 

Randy is an Ellisville native and 
Jill hails from a spot three miles 
down the road, also in the town of 
Montpelier, she said. Jill’s brother 
lives just outside nearby Filsen and 
Randy’s mother resides down the 
road in a mobile home. 

Jill enjoys the country’s privacy, 
but doesn’t feel isolated. "Every¬ 
body's friendly and we talk to each 
other, especially with a neighbor 
right across the road." she said. "We 
keep an eye on each other.” 

Most residents drive to Green Bay 
or Luxemburg for groceries and oth¬ 
er needs, she said. "Even though I 
have to drive 20 miles or so to get to 
Green Bay, I’d still rather be out 
here.” she said. 

Down the road, workers white¬ 
washed the inside of the barn at the 
Marvin and Mildred Borchardt 
farm. Route 1, Luxemburg. The cou¬ 
ple share the 176-acre dairy farm 
with their daughter and son-in-law, 
Lila and Ron Stangel. 

Borchardt, 69. drew long on a ciga¬ 
rette as he reflected on his life in El¬ 
lisville. The small, white-haired man 


By Lisa Sumter 
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ELLISVILLE — This community was 
once a bustling business center, residents 
say. 

A sawmill, grocery store, dance hall 
and grade school were here in the early 
1900s. Now the unincorporated 
Kewaunee County community is an un¬ 
assuming cluster of farms at State High¬ 
way 163 and County Highway F. 

Gerald 
Lensmire 
named each 
family and 
counted its members to arrive at Ellis- 
ville’s population of 23. In white apron 
and cap, he looked the part of plant man¬ 
ager at S&R Ellisville Dairy Corp., Route 
1, Luxemburg. 

Lensmire, of Route 1, Luxemburg, is 
the third member of his family to assume 
the role of "big cheese’’ at the plant. His 
father and brother were managers when 
the Firm was owned by area farmers as El¬ 
lisville Dairy Cooperative. The business 
was sold to S&R Cheese Corp. of Plym¬ 
outh in 1989. 

"This is the only job I’ve ever had,” he 
said. 

Besides running the factory, which 
produces cheddar and mozzarella, Lens¬ 
mire operates an 80-acre cash crop farm. 
Most of his neighbors are dairy farmers 
who sell milk to S&R or another nearby 
cheese factory. 


The Ellisville file 

□ Population: 23 

□ Cat crazy: The U.S. Census Bureau 
doesn't have any numbers to back it up, 
but the cat population is on the rise in El¬ 
lisville. Some speculate the flood of fe¬ 
lines started in 1989 when 38 kittens 
were born on the Marvin Borchardt farm. 
The cats must have a reputation as ex¬ 
cellent mousers because 14 of the kit¬ 
tens were carted away by another farm¬ 
er who needed them for rodent control in 
his barns. 

□ Colorful past: Michael Stodola s shop 
wasn't always an auto repair business. 
The property where Stodola’s Garage is 
at Route 1, Luxemburg, once was a 
blacksmith's shop. It then became a 
Chevrolet dealership. Up the road, the 
building where Stodola stores parts was 
once the Town Hall for the town of Mont¬ 
pelier. 


Press-Gazette photos 
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Please see Ellisville/B-2 






















Cheese wizard: Gerald Lensmire Tractor training: Jill Gruetz- takes a ride on a tractor with her 

checks a cheese sample. macher, from left, of Ellisville, children, Jason and Katie. 














□ Ellisville 

in overalls said his grandfather 
bought the farm in this predomi¬ 
nantly German community and it 
was handed down through the gen¬ 
erations. 

Lime once was burned on the 
farm and shells of old lime kilns 
still stand in a wooded area on the 
property, Borchardt said. 

Borchardt said years ago he 
knew everyone in the community. 
"Now it’s getting different — a lot 
of them are selling their farms,” he 
said. "Sometimes the kids don't 
want to take over the farms and 
they move away.” 

Lila Stangel joked good-natur¬ 
edly about the size of Ellisville. 
She swore though that the commu¬ 
nity was expanding. "Every once 
in a while they move the sign out a 
little.” 

Janda’s Tavern, Route 1, Luxem¬ 
burg, is an Ellisville institution, 
most residents said. Owned by Ger¬ 
trude Janda, the bar is a popular 
gathering spot that has been in the 
family for 83 years. 

Now a tiny tavern and living 
quarters, Janda’s once served as a 
general store, boarding house and 


dress shop. 

Things are quieter these days, 
but Janda, 70, keeps busy. 

"It’s been my interest ever since 
I was young,” she said of the busi¬ 
ness. "I feel as long as I’m able to 
continue it I will. 


"A lot of people, like the ball 
players. bring their wives and kids 
here," Heim said. "It's more of a 
family place.” 


■ Next week: Denmark in Brown 
County , 


"I like all the company you get,” 
she said. "Sometimes it gets a little 
nerve-wracKing wnen you get a 
crowd, but mostly it's just fun.” 

Janda sponsors baseball teams 
in summer and bowling and dart 
teams in winter. The bar attracts 
many area families, said her 
daughter. Susan Heim, Route 1, 
Luxemburg. 


RECYCLING 
HOT LINE 

497-0446 

MON -FRI 8:30 to 3 30 P M 
SAT. 8:30 to 11:30 A M 
BROWN COUNTY SOI ID WASTE DEPT 




THANK YOU KINDLY 

To all who circulated or signed my nomination papers 
for Clerk of Courts. I really do appreciate your help 
and look forward to your continued support. 

Laverne Vander Geeten 
Clerk of Courts 

Paid for by Committee to Re elect Vander Geeten. R Occhino, Treas. 





